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It is my great pleasure to introduce Uniting to Combat 
Neglected Tropical Diseases’ 2024 Annual Report and to mark 
the completion of my first full year as Chair of the Board. 
What a year it has been. 

As someone who has spent much of my career in global 
health, I was honoured to take on this role—and even more 
inspired by the incredible pace of progress I’ve witnessed in 
the NTDs community. From historic disease eliminations to 
new commitments from countries and partners alike, the last 
year has proven what is possible when we work together with 
purpose and persistence. 

Executive messages

In 2024, seven countries—Chad, Jordan, Brazil, Pakistan, Timor-Leste, India, and Viet Nam—were 
acknowledged by WHO for eliminating one neglected tropical disease. This extraordinary achievement 
builds on the success of 2023, when five countries eliminated one NTD and another eliminated two. By 
the end of 2024, 54 countries in total have now eliminated at least one NTD—more than halfway toward 
the WHO Roadmap target of 100 countries by 2030. The African continent continues to lead the way, with 
22 nations having eliminated at least one NTD and several achieving multiple eliminations. These 
milestones are more than symbolic—they represent millions of lives transformed, and enormous returns 
in health, education, and economic potential. 

Yet 2024 was not without its challenges. While this report focuses on 2024, it is important to acknowledge 
that it was written in 2025, at a time when the NTD community faces immense financial pressures. Recent 
cuts to official development assistance—particularly from major donors—are threatening our ability to 
deliver the very medicines generously donated by pharmaceutical partners. More than 19 billion units of 
medicine have been donated between 2012 and 2024, but without the funding to deliver them, this 
historic commitment—and the progress it enables—is at risk. 

Looking ahead, it is more critical than ever for countries and partners to stand shoulder to shoulder. We 
must be creative and adaptive—unlocking new sources of funding, integrating efforts wherever possible, 
and prioritising the most effective, people-centred solutions. The road ahead may be challenging, but 
this community has never been stronger, smarter, or more united. 

We have shown what is possible. Now let’s keep going—faster, bolder, and together. Because united, we 
will end NTDs.

Letter from Dr Winnie Mpanju-Shumbuso

Warm regards, 

Dr. Winnie Mpanju-Shumbuso 
Chair of the Board 
Uniting to Combat NTDs

“Let’s keep going
—faster, bolder, 
and together.” 
 
Dr. Winnie Mpanju-
Shumbusho
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Chair of the Board 
Uniting to Combat NTDs



Dear partners, 

I extend my sincere thanks for your continued commitment to 
the fight against NTDs. 2024 was a year of growth and 
transition for Uniting to Combat NTDs, and I am incredibly 
proud of what we accomplished together. First, I want to pay 
tribute to the incomparable Thoko Elphick-Pooley, who 
stepped down after nearly a decade at the helm of the 
organisation. Thoko led Uniting from its inception following 
the London Declaration to its evolution as the global 
advocacy institution and partnership secretariat it is today. 
Her legacy endures in our mission and momentum.

Executive messages

2024 was also our first full year of operating under a renewed strategic focus: using advocacy to unlock 
resources—both international and domestic—for NTDs. It has been an exciting period for me personally 
as I stepped into a leadership role at this extraordinary organisation. I am proud of the innovative 
approaches the team launched to expand financing for NTDs, including high-impact advocacy around 
the World Bank's IDA21 replenishment, and our new partnership with AUDA-NEPAD, which led to a major 
funding proposal to the African Development Bank. 

We also saw landmark progress at the country level. Nigeria made important strides toward creating 
dedicated state budget lines for NTDs. Countries such as Ethiopia, Rwanda, Senegal and Tanzania 
collectively doubled their NTD funding commitments over two years. And throughout the year, we 
celebrated significant programmatic wins, including GSK's 12 billionth donation of albendazole and 
sustained donor support from the UK and Kuwait. 

Perhaps most inspiring has been the leadership shown by endemic countries. In 2024, seven countries 
eliminated an NTD. That brings the global total to 54—a powerful demonstration of political will and of 
the extraordinary return on investment these efforts deliver. 

However, the progress of 2024 was met by significant new challenges at the start of 2025. As Dr. Winnie 
Mpanju-Shumbusho notes in her letter, steep cuts to official development assistance have created a 
concerning disruption in funding for global health. Addressing this moment demands deeper 
collaboration, innovation, and determination than ever before. Uniting remains firmly committed to 
standing alongside partners, countries, and communities as we work together to protect the health and 
futures of millions around the world.

Letter from Dr Isatou Touray

With gratitude and resolve, 

Dr Isatou Touray 
Executive Director, Uniting to Combat NTDs
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“We can – and 
we will – 
triumph over 
these diseases.” 
 
Thoko Elphick-
Pooley

“I am incredibly 
proud of what we 
accomplished 
together.” 
 
Dr Isatou Touray
Executive Director 
Uniting to Combat NTDs



2024 marked the first full year of implementing Uniting’s revised strategy, focused on a single, urgent 
aim: to lead global advocacy that mobilises increased resources—both international and domestic—for 
neglected tropical diseases (NTDs). Developed in response to a rapidly changing financing landscape, 
the strategy recognises the need to be both ambitious and adaptable, prioritising targeted, high-impact 
engagement with funders that offer the greatest potential for sustainable support. 

At the heart of our approach is a commitment to unlock funding from across the global financing 
ecosystem, including multilateral development banks, bilateral donors, endemic country governments, 
and innovative sources. We also work to ensure that NTDs are meaningfully integrated into broader 
health and development priorities, including primary healthcare, health systems strengthening, and 
pandemic preparedness. 

In parallel, we are committed to building and amplifying country-led demand for investment in NTDs—by 
spotlighting elimination progress, championing national leadership, and ensuring that NTD success 
stories are visible on the global stage. Through strong partnership engagement, coordinated advocacy, 
and shared accountability tools like the Kigali Declaration Commitment Tracker, our strategy is designed 
to secure the political commitment and financial backing needed to reach the 2030 targets and deliver a 
future free of NTDs.
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Our strategy



Mission

To create political will and an enabling environment for countries to 
achieve the  WHO NTD road map targets and deliver the SDG goal* to end 
NTDs by 2030

Mobilise resources for neglected tropical diseases (NTDs)Aim

Multilaterals 
and global 
funds deploy 
funding

Outcomes

Endemic 
countries 
increase 
resources

Industry 
partners 
meet / expand 
commitments

Donor 
countries 
increase 
funding

NTDs are adopted in global, regional and national agendasIntermediary 
Outcomes

Countries call for funding for NTDs and celebrate successes (demand-generation)

Partners collectively and coherently champion investment in NTDsEnabler

Commitment Tracker is used as an accountability mechanism for commitments 
and peer influenceAccountability

* SDG Goal 3.3.5 Indicator - Reduce by 90% the number of people requiring interventions against NTDs

Uniting to Combat Neglected Tropical 
Diseases Strategy
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Uniting played a central role in advocating for the inclusion of disease elimination in the World Bank’s 
IDA21 replenishment. This work laid the foundation for a potential new global funding track for NTDs and 
led to increased engagement with finance ministries across key endemic countries. Additionally, through 
a new partnership with AUDA-NEPAD, Uniting co-developed a groundbreaking $22.5 million proposal to 
the African Development Bank, with the potential to scale to $40 million across seven countries.

Key achievements from 2024
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Key achievements

Secured transformative funding opportunities through strategic advocacy:

In Nigeria, Uniting supported a high-level meeting with all 36 state Health Commissioners, resulting in a 
joint communiqué committing to dedicated budget lines for NTDs at both national and state levels. 
Meanwhile, countries including Ethiopia, Rwanda, Senegal, and Tanzania collectively doubled their 
financial commitments over the past two years, reinforcing growing national leadership in sustaining 
NTD programmes.

Catalyzed increased domestic financing for NTDs:

Through targeted engagement, Uniting ensured NTDs were included in six high-level communiqués from 
CHOGM, the G7, the G20, and the African Union Heads of State. This marks a major win in keeping NTDs 
visible on the global development agenda despite rising competition for attention and funding.

Elevated the global profile of NTDs in major policy arenas:

Uniting championed global recognition of seven countries that eliminated at least one NTD in 2024. With 
54 countries now having achieved elimination of at least one disease, the world is officially over halfway 
to the 2030 WHO Roadmap goal—a testament to sustained momentum and coordinated action.

Celebrated historic elimination milestones:

Uniting partnered with GSK and the Zanzibar Ministry of Health to commemorate the 12 billionth 
donated treatment of albendazole. This high-profile event celebrated the impact of drug donations and 
reinforced the case for continued public-private collaboration.

Showcased the value of pharmaceutical donations through powerful storytelling:

Uniting secured a $5 million multi-year contribution from the Kuwait Fund to WHO ESPEN and a real-
terms increase in NTD funding from the UK government. These commitments reflect Uniting’s ability to 
influence donors through consistent, evidence-driven advocacy.

Mobilized new donor commitments:

Through coordinated communications campaigns, storytelling from lived experience, and the 
empowerment of youth and community advocates, Uniting helped ensure that voices from the frontlines 
remained at the heart of global advocacy efforts.

Strengthened community and partner engagement:
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Spotlight on celebrating the impact of 
drug donation programmes with GSK

Secured transformative funding opportunities through strategic advocacy:
The elimination of neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) hinges critically on the sustained provision of life-
changing medicines from pharmaceutical companies. In 2024, Uniting to Combat NTDs proudly 
amplified the impact of these vital drug donation programmes, particularly through our long-standing 
collaboration with Bayer AG, Eisai Co., Ltd., Gilead Sciences, Inc., GlaxoSmithKline plc (GSK), Johnson & 
Johnson, Merck & Co., Inc. (MSD), Merck KGaA, Novartis AG and Pfizer Inc., as well as our collaboration 
with industry partners including AbbVie Inc., Eiken Chemical Co., Ltd., Fundación Mundo Sano, Global 
Access Diagnostics, Medicines Development for Global Health and Sanofi. 

This partnership reached a powerful milestone in September of 2024, as we joined GSK and key 
stakeholders in Tanzania to celebrate the 12 billionth dose of albendazole – to prevent and treat 
lymphatic filariasis (LF) and soil-transmitted helminths (STH) – as it was administered in Zanzibar. 

This event, hosted by the Zanzibar Ministry of Health and supported by Uniting, Unlimit Health, and 
Sightsavers, was witnessed by Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Edinburgh, alongside representatives 
from GSK, World Health Organization (WHO) and the Gates Foundation. It clearly demonstrated how drug 
donation programmes, coupled with dedicated healthcare workers and robust national programmes, 
transform lives by emphasising the critical link between donated medicines and improved health, 
education, and economic outcomes. 

The celebrations took place in Mzambarauni Village, where the 12 billionth dose was given to Mzowele 
Khamisi Juma, a 52-year-old LF patient. Mzowele's story highlights the profound personal, social, and 
economic impact of NTDs. Notably when her daughter, Zuleika, became her main caregiver and became 
unable to pursue her own life and career. After benefiting from treatment, Mzowele is now motivated to 
help others in her community by advising them to seek care.

Spotlight on
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Uniting’s partnership with GSK illustrates the collective effort required to eliminate NTDs. In 2025 and 
beyond, Uniting will continue to strengthen relationships with pharmaceutical companies and amplify 
the importance of drug donation programmes to achieving WHO's 2030 NTD Roadmap goals. We will 
work closely with African governments and global donors and partners to ensure these life-changing 
medicines reach those who need them most, by identifying and advocating for sustainable funding 
mechanisms towards NTD programmes and drug delivery. 

Spotlight on

Spotlight on IDA21 progress

Driving sustainable funding: Uniting's impact on IDA21

Uniting to Combat NTDs is at the forefront of a pivotal opportunity to accelerate disease elimination 
through the 21st replenishment of World Bank's International Development Association (IDA21). 
Recognising the devastating impact of NTDs on poverty and development, and facing declining 
traditional aid, we've passionately advocated for a dedicated 'Disease Elimination' Flagship Initiative 
within IDA21. Our call is for the World Bank to earmark US$3 billion, enabling countries to secure crucial 
funding for national elimination masterplans. 

Throughout 2024, leading up to IDA21's historic US$100 billion replenishment in December, Uniting 
actively engaged key stakeholders, including Ministries of Finance from Nigeria, Tanzania, and Senegal 
amongst others during the Africa Caucus Meeting that was held in August in Abuja, Nigeria. 

By partnering with governments and advocating across regional platforms, Uniting is driving demand 
from endemic countries to integrate disease elimination into national health strategies, leveraging IDA21 
financing. This work ensures sustainable funding mechanisms are unlocked, and accelerating progress 
towards an NTD-free, equitable future where no one is left behind.



Spotlight on work with AUDA-NEPAD

Looking to the future
Following the completion of IDA21 replenishment, Uniting will focus on country-level advocacy 
engagements to drive demand for IDA21 financing to sustain ongoing NTD elimination efforts in Africa. 
For instance, we are developing a comprehensive IDA21 Engagement Toolkit, providing step-by-step 
guidance on accessing this vital financing to empower Ministries of Health and NTD programme 
managers to secure it. Complementing this, our upcoming webinar will demystify the IDA21 financing 
process, equipping endemic countries with actionable knowledge and fostering African leadership in 
effective resource mobilisation for NTDs. 

Throughout 2024, leading up to IDA21's historic US$100 billion replenishment in December, Uniting 
actively engaged key stakeholders, including Ministries of Finance from Nigeria, Tanzania, and Senegal 
amongst others during the Africa Caucus Meeting that was held in August in Abuja, Nigeria. 

By partnering with governments and advocating across regional platforms, Uniting is driving demand 
from endemic countries to integrate disease elimination into national health strategies, leveraging IDA21 
financing. This work ensures sustainable funding mechanisms are unlocked, and accelerating progress 
towards an NTD-free, equitable future where no one is left behind.

Spotlight on
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Catalysing change: Uniting’s transformative partnership with AUDA-NEPAD
In 2024, Uniting to Combat NTDs significantly deepened its strategic partnership with the African Union 
Development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD), exemplifying our commitment to unlocking sustainable financing 
for neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) in Africa. AUDA-NEPAD is the technical arm of the African Union 
which implements Agenda 2063, the longest strategy document in Africa, to realise the ‘Africa We Want’. 
Recognising that diseases of poverty trap millions in cycles of inequality, our collaboration aims to 
embed NTD elimination within broader African development agendas and budgets.



The journey gained critical momentum from a WHO AFRO meeting in August 2023, where Uniting's 
advocacy directly led to AUDA-NEPAD initiating discussions with the African Development Bank (AfDB) 
for NTD funding. This seed of collaboration blossomed throughout 2024. A pivotal moment came in July 
2024 with the signing of a Letter of Intent, followed by the full Memorandum of Understanding in August, 
formalising our joint commitment to NTD elimination. By October, this collaboration had culminated in 
the co-submission of a major project proposal to the AfDB's Regional Integration Window, demonstrating 
the economic benefits of NTD elimination as a regional public good. 

Additionally, in 2024, AUDA and Uniting developed a consultative country selection process that 
analysed and condensed AUDA and AU priority countries. Specifically, the status of disease endemicity 
across two disease areas (lymphatic filariasis and onchocerciasis) consultation with key partners actively 
working in the sector like the AU and WHO ESPEN, as well as consideration of the countries where 
investment is needed most. We are working jointly to support and enhance the capacity of each selected 
country, across two regions. Our enduring presence, expert insights, and agile support – including the 
planned secondment of Uniting staff to AUDA-NEPAD and joint planning workshops – have been crucial. 
Uniting’s approach has fostered mutual trust and ensured NTDs remain a priority, as evidenced by their 
inclusion in AUDA-NEPAD's 2025 programme priorities and initiatives, such as the inclusion of 
praziquantel in the 24-priority medical products list and a roadmap to promote regional/local medicine 
production.

Spotlight on
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The following section summarizes progress made against our 2024 priorities and targets.

Progress against Uniting’s strategy and 
results framework

Outcome 1:  Multilaterals and global funds deploy funding

Uniting formalised a strategic partnership with AUDA-NEPAD by signing a Memorandum of 
Understanding to jointly mobilise resources for NTD programming across AU member states. This 
institutional agreement marked a key milestone in regional coordination and laid the groundwork for 
future joint implementation.

Formal relationship established between Uniting and AUDA-NEPAD

Following the MOU, Uniting worked closely with AUDA-NEPAD to develop and submit a $22.5 million 
proposal to the African Development Bank (AfDB) for a multi-country regional NTD intervention. AfDB 
expressed interest in expanding the scope to six countries with a potential investment of $40 million. 
Coordination structures between AUDA-NEPAD and Uniting were strengthened, including the 
deployment of a secondee and shared operational systems.

AUDA (in collaboration with Uniting) submitted a proposal for $22.5 m multi-year 
NTD funding



Progress against Uniting’s strategy and results framework
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Uniting participated in Zimbabwe’s national health dialogue through its partnership with AUDA-NEPAD. 
This experience highlighted the need for consistent participation throughout the dialogue process and 
helped Uniting better understand how to position the NTD investment ask among multiple competing 
national health priorities.

Participation in 3 country Health Dialogues

In 2024, Uniting advocated for the inclusion of disease elimination within the health track of the World 
Bank’s IDA21. Through strategic engagements—including the AU Finance Ministers’ Caucus in Abuja and 
the World Bank Spring Meetings in Washington—Uniting built strong relationships with Ministers of 
Finance from Tanzania, Nigeria, and Ethiopia. These relationships will serve as a foundation for 
advancing country-level advocacy in 2025 to ensure NTDs are prioritised in how IDA21 funds are 
allocated.

IDA21: Disease elimination initiative included in IDA21

As a result of Uniting’s sustained advocacy, EDCTP launched €25 million in NTD-specific calls for 
proposals in 2024 and committed to increase this to €46 million in 2025. Uniting engaged senior 
leadership, hosted visibility opportunities, and facilitated connections with NTD partners to ensure 
available funding was well socialised and aligned with programme needs.

EDCTP: $50m pledged for 2025

Outcome 2:  Endemic countries increase domestic resources

In November, Uniting co-hosted a high-level advocacy meeting with Nigeria’s Ministry of Health, resulting 
in a communiqué that included commitments to create dedicated NTD budget lines in national and state 
health budgets. The event was well attended by senior officials and widely covered in national media, 
positioning NTDs firmly within Nigeria’s budget planning cycle. Additionally, Uniting will engage with 
Tanzania’s MOH to secure NTD financing in their budget.

Domestic resources committed to NTDs

Four endemic countries—Ethiopia, Rwanda, Senegal, and Tanzania—entered or updated their NTD 
commitment data in the Commitment Tracker. This improved the accuracy of domestic financing data 
and demonstrated momentum in aligning national investments with the Kigali Declaration.

Existing countries on the Commitment Tracker sustain their budget allocation to 
NTDs

In 2024, Uniting supported Ghana’s Ministry of Health to register four forward-looking commitments 
totaling over $2 million for the 2025–2030 period. Seven additional countries—Comoros, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Kenya, Madagascar, South Sudan, Togo, and Zimbabwe—submitted domestic NTD financing data via the 
AU’s Biennial Report. These inputs helped establish a regional baseline to track progress on national 
investment going forward.

New endemic countries input data on Commitment Tracker



Progress against Uniting’s strategy and results framework
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Uniting produced and disseminated a toolkit showcasing how countries can access NTD financing 
through multilateral mechanisms like the Global Fund. A regional webinar for NTD Programme Managers 
supported uptake of this information, and although Malawi’s application to the Global Fund for FGS 
treatment was unsuccessful, Uniting is now working with WHO and GF to strengthen the case for future 
inclusion.

Global Fund Advocacy for Resource Mobilisation Toolkit and Webinar

Outcome 3:  Industry partners meet / expand commitments

Uniting partnered with GSK and the Zanzibar Ministry of Health to commemorate the donation of GSK’s 
12 billionth dose of albendazole. The celebration in Kinuni Primary School highlighted the impact of drug 
donation programmes and reinforced political support for NTDs in Tanzania and Zanzibar. Storytelling 
content from the event was widely disseminated through digital platforms and advocacy campaigns.

GSK 12th billion dose of albendazole celebrated

Uniting engaged 15 pharmaceutical companies to review and update their commitments to NTDs. By the 
end of 2024, industry partners had recorded $37 million in financial commitments and 3 billion units of 
donated medicines. These achievements were featured in the Kigali Declaration Progress Report and in 
global awareness campaigns, including World NTD Day.

Pharmaceuticals sustain commitment towards NTDs

Outcome 4:  Donor countries sustain and increase fundin

In 2024, Uniting supported advocacy efforts that helped sustain or grow donor funding from the US, UK, 
Japan, Canada, and Germany. Highlights included a $5 million commitment from Kuwait to ESPEN, the 
UK’s increased support to the Reaching the Last Mile Fund, and progress toward a planned MENA 
Roundtable aimed at raising an additional $25 million. These gains were achieved through targeted 
parliamentary engagement, convenings, and direct donor briefings.

Donor countries sustain and increase funding

Sustained its NTD funding at $114.5 
million for 2024, supported by 
Uniting’s policy and communications 
support to the US NTD Roundtable 
and congressional advocacy efforts.

UNITED STATES

Increased its NTD funding by £5 million 
(~$6 million) through a new contribution to 
the Reaching the Last Mile Fund. Uniting 
supported this through parliamentary 
engagement, APPG coordination, and 
outreach to FCDO and opposition MPs.

UNITED KINGDOM



Progress against Uniting’s strategy and results framework
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Sustained funding at $36 million 
and launched a new FGS campaign 
with Malawi aligned to its feminist 
development policy. Uniting 
supported both the campaign and 
parliamentary engagement to keep 
NTDs on the agenda.

GERMANY

Maintained its commitment at $19.6 
million, including continued support 
through the GHIT R&D partnership. Uniting 
organised a National Diet event and began 
early engagement around TICAD9.

JAPAN

Sustained NTD funding at $6 million 
and showed openness to further 
discussions. Uniting supported the 
Canadian Network for NTDs and laid 
groundwork for G7 engagement 
under Canada’s 2025 presidency.

CANADA

Secured a $5 million commitment from the 
Kuwait Fund for ESPEN, following Uniting’s 
coordinated advocacy with WHO AFRO 
during the Regional Committee meeting.

KUWAIT

Conducted donor landscaping and held initial talks with KOICA; progress was limited in 2024 
due to competing priorities but will be reactivated in 2025.

SOUTH KOREA

Intermediary Outcome 1:  
NTDs adopted in global and regional agendas

In 2024, NTDs were successfully included in six major global and regional policy instruments, reflecting a 
significant increase in political recognition. These included Paragraph 11 of the CHOGM Samoa 
Communiqué, Paragraph 57 of the G7 Development Ministers’ Communiqué, Paragraph 18 of the G7 
Health Ministers’ Communiqué, and the health section of the G7 Leaders’ Communiqué. At the 
multilateral level, NTDs were also featured in Paragraph 25 of the G20 Rio de Janeiro Leaders' 
Declaration. Regionally, NTDs were incorporated into the African Union Heads of State Declaration on 
Health Financing, as part of broader commitments to sustain action on AIDS and other communicable 
diseases.

Policy instruments

Throughout 2024, Uniting worked alongside champions in endemic countries to elevate political 
commitment to NTDs. At the AU Finance Ministers’ Caucus in Abuja, Finance Ministers from Tanzania, 
Ghana, Nigeria, and Côte d’Ivoire expressed interest in leveraging IDA21 financing for NTDs—leading to 
an invitation for Uniting to attend a follow-up event hosted by the Côte d’Ivoire Ministry of Finance.

Endemic country champions promote investment in NTDs and celebrate successes



Progress against Uniting’s strategy and results framework
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Intermediary Outcome 2: 
Demand generation

In 2024, Uniting delivered or contributed to six major joint advocacy initiatives to drive demand for NTD 
investment. World NTD Day reached over 12 million people through a multilingual digital campaign and 
global dance challenge. Uniting supported a Westminster Hall debate in the UK Parliament and co-
authored a Francophone progress report with ALMA and Speak Up Africa, launched with ministers from 
Rwanda, Benin, Niger, and Canada. At the AU Summit, Uniting helped produce the Addis Ababa Call-to-
Action, and coordinated a G7 advocacy letter signed by NTD networks in seven countries. Throughout 
the year, Uniting amplified youth and lived experience voices through campaigns, exhibitions, and high-
level speaking engagements.

Number of key interventions implemented jointly with partners

Uniting’s youth champion in Zimbabwe also participated in the national launch of the Zimbabwe NTD 
Master Plan, successfully advocating for the inclusion of a call to endorse the Kigali Declaration in high-
level speeches. Additionally, Rwanda and Tanzania were featured as case studies in the Kigali Declaration 
Progress Report, demonstrating how national champions are using the Commitment Tracker to analyse 
financing gaps and advocate for sustained domestic investment.

Enabler 1:  
Partners collectively and coherently 
champion investment in NTDs

Uniting maintained high levels of partner engagement through regular newsletters, webinars, and its 
Communications Coordination Group. The 2025 partner survey showed that 82% of respondents believe 
Uniting is adding value to achieving the 2030 NTD goals, consistent with the prior year and significantly 
up from 2022.

Partner survey and engagement



Each year, Uniting to Combat NTDs surveys our partner network to measure progress on how the 
organisation is performing against aims, goals and outcomes in our strategy and operational plan 
relevant to partners. 

Here are three key highlights from the 2024 Partners Survey Report:
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Partner survey

82% of partners agreed 
that Uniting is adding 
value to achieving the 
2030 goals of the NTD 
roadmap and SDG 3, 
demonstrating strong 
confidence in our 
collective mission.

The survey revealed high 
levels of partner 
engagement in 
communications, with 
84% amplifying their 
own NTD content, 75% 
amplifying co-created 
content and 77% sharing 
other partners' 
messaging, showcasing a 
united advocacy front.

The survey received 
responses from 76 
partners across 39 
countries, including 
strong representation 
from African NGOs, 
national governments 
and other stakeholders, 
underscoring the breadth 
and impact of our 
collaborative network.

Full, detailed results from the survey are available to download here.👈

https://unitingntds.cdn.ngo/media/documents/2024_partners_survey_report_partners.pdf
https://unitingntds.cdn.ngo/media/documents/2024_partners_survey_report_partners.pdf


Partners update commitment details on the Commitment Tracker
In 2024, the total value of tracked commitments increased by $442 million, raising the Tracker’s 
cumulative value to $1.8 billion. This was achieved through proactive outreach, technical support to 
partners, and follow-ups to encourage timely updates. The Tracker continues to be recognised as a 
critical accountability tool for the Kigali Declaration and broader NTD community.

Partner survey

Table 1. Uniting to Combat NTDs partner survey results (years 2020—2024)

Accountability 1: Commitment Tracker is used for peer 
influence and accountability
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Financial summary

Application of funding to the Secretariat expenditure is informed by each funder’s areas of interest and 
any restrictions on the use of funding; some funding is less restricted than others. We encourage funders 
to contribute to the full Uniting strategy and allowing the Secretariat some flexibility in its application.

2024 Expenditure by Funder
The 2024 full year expenditure is $3.61 million. 2024 spend for 
the 12 months to December 2024 was slightly lower than the 
approved budget of $4.10 million. The funding sources are 
shown in the chart to the right.

Sightsavers

MBZ Foundation for Humanity (formerly RLM)

GlaxoSmithKline (GSK)

Children’s Investment Fund Foundation

Gates Foundation

Other
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Meet the board

Dr Helge Braun
Member of the Bundestag 
(National Parliament in 
Germany)

Dr Katey Einterz Owen
Director for Neglected 
Tropical Diseases, The Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation

Executive Director for Africa 
and Child Health and 
Development, CIFF

Faustina Fynn-Nyame
President, Mundo Sano 
Foundation

Dr Silvia Gold

Dr Winnie Mpanju-
Shumbusho
Chair of the Board and WHO 
Assistant Director General for 
HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, 
Malaria and NTDs (retired)

Professor Francisca 
Mutapi
Vice Chair of the Board, 
Deputy Director at TIBA, and 
co-Director, Global Health 
Academy, University of 
Edinburgh

Michael Schöttler
VP and Global Head Pharma 
Public Affairs (retired)
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Donor Insight Analyst

Victoria Sykes 
Accountability and MEL 
Manager

Opeyemi Alabi-Hundeyin 
Africa Insight Analyst

Beci Keys 
Senior Communications 
Manager

Marc Wormald  
Senior Policy Advisor, Global 
and Donor Countries

Sheila Shawa-Musonda 
Senior Partnerships Specialist 
(Seconded to the Africa Union)

Steve Cox  
Head of Finance and Grants

Laura Newman 
Director of Communications 
and Partnerships

James Ochweri 
Communications Manager

Geral Ogoko 
Head of Resource 
Mobilisation for Africa and 
Global Funds

Ruth Rensburg 
Senior Resource 
Mobilisation Advisor

Jessica Robbins 
Project Assistant

Dr. Isatou Touray 
Executive Director



to our generous funders, whose 
partnership makes our work possible.

Thank 
you
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Website: www.unitingtocombatntds.org  
Email: info@unitingtocombatntds.org  
Follow us on Twitter: @CombatNTDs  
Instagram and Youtube

http://www.unitingtocombatntds.org
mailto:info@unitingtocombatntds.org
https://twitter.com/CombatNTDs
https://www.instagram.com/unitingtocombatntds/
https://www.youtube.com/UnitingtoCombatNTDs

